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subsequently, and what there is reason to believe was
intended all along should be done by the Prince-Presi-
dent and the ministers in his confidence, who for the
present had to mask their intentions in deference to
powerful opposition from the National Assembly.
It was a clever ministerial move to placate the
Assembly, as can be seen from the speech of M. Odilon
Barrot, President of the Council. On the morning of
May gth, while De Lesseps was jogging along on his
way to Toulon, he was addressing the Assembly in such
words as these: —
" I assure you that as long as I am in office French
arms shall never be used for the restoration of abuses.
It is with this feeling, in order to learn from trustworthy
agents the real truth, and also to convey to those con-
cerned the faithful and precise expression of the inten-
tions of the Assembly and of the Government in regard
to the aim and object of this expedition, that the
Government has decided to despatch a man who enjoys
our full confidence, whom we have put to the test in
very trying circumstances, and who has always served
the cause of liberty and humanity. M. de Lesseps, to
give you his name, has been sent, and we have specially
instructed him to place himself in immediate communi-
cation with the Government and to keep us informed
day by day of whatever may happen. We have further
impressed upon him that he is to employ his utmost
influence so that our intervention may secure genuine
and real guarantees of liberty for the Roman States."
The language is beautifully vague, leaving it entirely
open as to which form of government, Papal or
Republican, the Minister held to be the best safeguard

